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A new road that
pinch points, the
aree of Arundel’s hold-ups,
mhlas bles fAow, easily meels
eable traffic needs, is
‘eost and minimises envi-
Crucially, it ties in public trans
I walking and cycling im-
ents to reduce the need for
car journeys in the immedi-

which make up a third

[Alternative.org) in
t for consultation as it
mph, wide single carriage-
rather than a T0mph dual car-

we have to tackle cli-
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0 be fair to Highways England with regard to the
Arlindel A27 bypass, what did we expect? [t's a

toad-building company. However, there is an other
option, argues Simon Roseé
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academ)c research also tells us we
must cut traffle, even if we switch
to electric vehicles in the most up-
trmistic timescale

So why is Highways England
planning for more traffic?

Why consult us? In selecting
its latest preferred route for the
Arundel Bypass, Highways Eng-
land ignored results of its consul
tation

These showed an overwhelming
majority opting for near-online
route aptions (shorter routes near
the existing road) or “do nothing”™

Responses

Many of these responses also
called for the Arundel Alternative
Yer Highways England chose the
least popular gption, prophetical-
Iy nemed "Grey"”, with only seven
per cent support

The Grey scheme Is also easily
the most expensive, with estimat
ad costs of between £320 million
and 4556 milllon, nearly twice the
amount budgeted,

Highways England chose Groy
as il avoids the South Downs Na-

tignal Park. However, it would
still impact hugely on the setting
of the park and, importantly, the
wildlife in the park does not recog-
nise 112 boundary

The dupal carriageway road
would destroy rare and v sl
wildlife habitat on the park's out
skirts

The area, described by Natural
England as “e rdinary”, In
eludes  ancient hedgerows, rare
wetland, old woodland and an
cient tres el are Important
corridors for protected species
such as dormice and rare ba

Further to the east, the road
would carve up fields, marsh riv
erbank and reed 1 rich in
birdlife, small mammals and but
terflies

The riverbank where the road
would cross, is a popular walk for
Arundel people, dogs, birdwatch
ers and visitors. All potentially
lost to acres of Tarmac raised on a
bank seross the Arun Valloy.

The Grey route also culs
through the villages of Tortine.
ton, Binsted and We i,

. Walberton nnd

wonld dem ple's homes,
while ren ' homas un
| \.':'1:"--

In one the owners built
thelr home themselves: Not all
the homeown e scheduled
for comg itiom either, and little
CAn Ti] 1 r loreing people
to leay i commiuini
ties th [ ve lived in for
decades

1 recent vears, local communi:

looking for alternatives
bypass, Arundel Seate and
Arundel Bypass Nelghbourhood

Committes, ha iracted new
members who previously support:
e a blg road

i peaple whose

Mhese are Lo
jows have changed as the world
has moved on, recognising [i_l-ﬂ
new roads just create more tratfie

The problem is that sinee the
19705 e |-||i hove heall l"ll.l that i
big roud will solve the congestion
n the A2

Al the same time. they ve had
bus services cut ond train fares
rocket while more homes I Sus
spx have heen buill in locations

vith no travel choices other than  The bird-Sp
1 CAL " Gm Road
It seemed that the only way to get
invwhere was by car whether you
liked it, or were nble, or-not.
However, the rise in awareness
climate change, air polhution, —
woor health and loss of wildlife has .

made them start to question the r::wks
erry-go-round of road building comnplm
1l ever-increasing traffic fine: 0t
Many are now looking for health- Gt .
wdsl e

er ways of living.
Highways England is clearly risias

tuck in the twentieth eentury atds
when the twenty-first century de- Arpome
mands very different solutions. rm;;i"-:

We are lobbying hard to have the vy
Arundel Alternative put back o Py o
he table and hope the government oy

i1l see the advantages of building anlre 7
omething effective that Is a inr

heaper option and far less dame The s
wing to the environment that we r:l::

herishso mueh
Simon Rose is an Arundel iz
Sputh Coast Alliance for Trans- e ilg
port and the Environment |  resan
(Scate) committee member |
campaigner. |
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